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Definitions, Notes and Sources 

Adequate Prenatal Care: Percentage of births wherein prena-
tal care was begun by the fourth month of pregnancy and 80.0 
percent or more of the recommended prenatal visits were made 
(2007 data) and percentage of births wherein prenatal care was 
begun in the first trimester and a total of nine prenatal visits were 
made (1997 data).  The 1997 data were calculated using the “Kes-
sner Adequacy of Prenatal Care Index,” while those for 2007 were 
computed using the “Kotelchuck Adequacy of Prenatal Care Utiliza-
tion Index.”  As such, the data reported for 1997 and 2007 are not 
totally comparable and caution should be exercised in their use.  
For additional information, see: Milton Kotelchuck, “An Evaluation 
of the Kessner Adequacy of Prenatal Care Index and a Proposed 
Adequacy of Prenatal Care Utilization Index,” American Journal of 
Public Health, 1994, 84[9]:1,414-1,420).  

Alabama Department of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics, 
Selected Maternal and Child Health Statistics for 1997 (Table 8) 
and 2007 (Table 9).

Births to Unmarried Teens

The number of live births to unmarried females aged 10 through 19 
expressed as a percentage of live births to women of all ages. 

Alabama Department of Public Health, Center for Health Statistics. 
Alabama Vital Events, County Profiles, Vol. IV (1997 and 1998) and 
County Health Profiles (1999-2007).

Child Day/Night Care Facilities

The number of legal child day care/night care facilities located with-
in a specified county as of May, 2009.  “Legal facilities” are those that 
are licensed with the Alabama Department of Human Resources.  
This indicator encompasses family day/night care homes (serving 
six children or less), group day/night care homes (serving 7-12 chil-
dren), licensed day/night care centers (serving more than 12 chil-
dren), and day/night care centers that are exempt from licensure 
(serving more than 12 children with church or other exemption). 
Homes where children are cared for by relatives or friends, as well 
as those that operate as businesses but are not licensed with the 
Alabama Department of Human Resources, are not included in 
these numbers. 

Special tabulations provided by the Alabama Department of Human 
Resources, Child Care Services Division.

Child Death Rate

Number of deaths from all causes to children aged 1 through 14 
per 100,000 children of those ages. 

Special tabulations provided by the Alabama Department of Public 
Health, Center for Health Statistics.

Child Birth Index

Percent of total births wherein mothers made all recommended 
visits for prenatal care, and did not experience excessive weight 
gain, smoke, or drink alcoholic beverages during pregnancy.  Also, 
includes mothers with two or fewer previous children and moth-
ers who had not recently given birth to another child (i.e., within 
the last 18 months). Higher percentages on the child birth index 
suggest that infants will be born healthier and will have a better 
opportunity to receive the parental care and support they need 
during the formative stages of life. In previous editions of the Kids 
Count Data Book, this indicator was referred to as the “child health 
index.”
 
Special tabulations provided by the Alabama Department of Public 
Health, Center for Health Statistics.

Children on Child Care Subsidy Wait Lists

Children of families who are eligible for child care subsidies, but 
who cannot be placed in child care due to funding restraints.  Data 
reported are for May, 2009.

Data provided by the Alabama Department of Human Resources, 
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